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WILL THE PROTEST VOTE STAY HOME?-- The unceremonious exit of H. Ross Perot from the 1992 
presidential campaign could mean lower voter turnout in November, said Norm Fogel, a University of 
Dayton political science professor. A great deal of Perot's support came from "disenchanted" voters, the 
people who are likely to stay home on election day because they're not pleased with the system. "They are 
the people who turned their back on the two-party system," Fogel said. "A lot of them are going to be even 
more sour on the political system and even less likely to turn out." 
Fogel, who teaches a course on voter behavior, said it's also too soon to tell if the image-making the 
Democrats have invested in Gov. Bill Clinton will pay off. Candidate orientation is one of three factors 
voters consider in making a decision; the other two are party affiliation and issues. But voters are fickle, 
Fogel points out. "Some studies show voters have really superficial reasons for liking candidates." A 
Michigan study quoted a woman who said she couldn't vote for Nixon because she hated his eyes --
"especially his right eye," Fogel said. 
Contact Norm Fogel at (513) 229-2338. 
PRESCRIPTION FOR BETTER SCHOOLS: BETTER PARENTS -- The quality of American public 
schools will likely be a central topic of the 1992 campaign. But there are agents of change that politicians 
may not be talking about: parents. If public schools fail, the blame shouldn't rest solely with the 
institutions, administrators and teachers, says Thomas Lasley, professor of teacher education at the 
University of Dayton. "Parents are the difference in excellence," Lasley said. Parents must turn off the TV, 
create a time and place for homework, read books and visit schools frequently, "especially for parent 
conferences," Lasley said. 
"Parents need to realize a personal investment in schools is necessary to enhance the way learning is 
approached and accomplished by their children," Lasley said. 
Contact Thomas Lasley at (513) 229-3327. 
A BREAK FOR MIDDLE-CLASS STUDENTS-- New changes in federal fmancial aid will benefit 
middle-income families, said Joyce Wilkins, financial aid director at the University of Dayton. The recently 
adopted changes, some of which take effect in October, should make more money available for guaranteed 
loans for students, and parents' loans at attractive interest rates. Also, parents can borrow more to help 
finance a student's college education. Families earning less than $50,000 will qualify for a simplified need 
analysis that doesn't take into account family assets, likely making some financial aid awards higher, 
Wilkins said. "It's encouraging news for · families," Wilkins said. 
Contact Joyce Wilkins at (513) 229-4311 
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